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To:  Joan 


From:  Gale  Svenson-Campbell,  Westfield  Lincoln-Bedell  Committee  Inc. 
for  more  information  -  716-753-2243  or  716-386-6043 

fax  -  716-753-7020;  e-mail  -  galelynn®  netsync.net 

Concerning:  the  Lincoln-Bedell  Statue  Dedication  in  Westfield,  New  York 

The  dedication  of  the  Lincoln-Bedell  statue  will  take  place  on  July  10th 
1999  at  2:00  p.m.,  as  a  part  of  a  day  long  celebration  in  Westfield,  New  York. 


The  title  of  the  event  is: 

Lincoln  Revisits  Westfield 

An  historical  event  commemorating  the  meeting  of 
President  Lincoln  and  Westfield's  little  Grace  Bedell. 


The  story: 

Grace  Bedell  was  the  little  girl  from  Westfield,  N.Y.  who  wrote  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  recommending  that  he  grow  a  beard.  Mr.  Lincoln  wrote  back, 
grew  the  beard,  was  elected  President,  and  visited  Grace  and  Westfield 
on  his  inaugural  train  trip. 

There  is  much  more  to  this  story  and  event.  I  have  enclosed  a  fairly  detailed 
press  release  with  most  of  the  pertinent  information.  I  hope  this  will  peak  your 
interest  to  know  more  about  this  event  in  Westfield.  There  is  also  a  book, 
"Lincoln's  Little  Girl",  published  by  Boyd's  Mills  Press,  which  tells  the  entire  story 
with  eyewitness  accounts.  We  can  make  that  available  to  you.  The  sculptor,  Don 
Sottile,  is  in  Himrod,  N.Y.,  and  would  be  available  for  interviews. 


The  dedication  will  be  held  outside,  with  some  of  the  day  long  activities 
inside  the  local  churches  and  museums.  There  is  no  admission  fee;  there  is  public 
parking,  and  restrooms,  and  there  is  handicapped  access. 

We  hope  that  you  will  help  spread  the  word  about  this  historic  day  for 
Westfield,  New  York. 


The  Westfield,  Lincoln-Bedell  Statue  Committee,  Inc. 
c/o  Patricia  M.  Newell,  6828  Sherman  Road,  Westfield,  New  York  14787 
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PRESS  RELEASE 

Concerning:  The  dedication  of  the  bronze  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

and  Grace  Bedell  in  Westfield,  New  York  en  July  lOt'i    1999. 

July  10th,  1999  will  be  an  historic  day  in  Westfield,  New  York.  On  this  day, 
the  community  will  dedicate  the  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  little  Grace  Bedell, 
the  Westfield  girl  who  suggested  that  Mr.  Lincoln  grow  a  beard.  This  event  will 
fulfill  nearly  ten  years  of  work,  planning,  and  fund  raising  by  the  Westfield 
Lincoln-Bedell  Statue  Committee,  Inc.  This  project  has  been  funded  completely 
with  private  contributions. 

In  October  of  1860,  eleven  year  old  Grace  Bedell  of  Westfield,  New  York 
wrote  a  letter  to  Abraham  Lincoln  suggesting  that  he  grow  a  beard  to  make  him  a 
more  attractive  presidential  candidate.  Mr.  Lincoln  immediately  answered  her 
eager  epistle,  while  neither  accepting  nor  rejecting  her  request. 

After  his  election,  as  the  presidential  train  wound  it's  way  from  Springfield, 
Illinois  to  Washington,  D.C.,  it  passed  through  Westfield  N.Y.   Stopping  there, 
President  Lincoln  spoke  briefly  to  the  large  crowd  and  then  asked  for  Grace  Bedell. 
When  she  was  ushered  forth,  he  stepped  from  the  train,  shook  her  hand  and 
kissed  her,  saying,  "You  see,  I  let  these  whiskers  grow  for  you,  Grace." 

In  1990,  Mary  "Billie"  Dibble,  Westiield's  historian  and  columnist  for  the 
local  paper,  the  Westfield  Republican,  wrote  in  her  column,  Dibble's  Dabbles, 
"Might  it  not  be  a  good  idea  if  Westfield  were  marked  in  some  way,  to  show 
passersby  that  this  is  the  place  where  the  meeting  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Grace  Bedell  took  place."  Soon,  Kent  Brown,  M.D.,  and  several  other  Westfield 
residents  began  meeting  and  planning  for  a  sculpture  and  park  in  the  middle  of 
Westfield.  They  received  the  tax  exempt  status  in  1992,  and  the  fund  raising  was 
begun.  In  1993,  the  village  board  approved  the  use  of  the  land  directly  across  from 
the  Moore  Park. 


The  Westfield  Lincoln-Bedell  Statue  Committee,  Inc. 
c/o  Patricia  M.  Newell,  6828  Sherman  Road,  Westfield,  New  York  14787 


They  then  set  about  to  choose  a  sculptor.  There  was  a  competition  between 
two  sculptors,  with  the  final  judging  by  five  regional  experts,  and  the  Lincoln- 
Bedell  Committee.  Don  Sottile.  of  Himrod  New  York,  was  chosen  as  the  sculptor 
and  began  work  on  the  final  proposed  sculpure  in  1995. 

The  sculpture  will  show  Mr.  Lincoln  walking  toward  Grace,  hat  in  hand, 
while  she  faces  him  in  an  awestruck  pose.  The  two  figures  are  about  15  feet  away 
from  each  other.  Her  flowers  have  dropped  to  the  ground,  as  she  realizes  she  is 
meeting  the  newly  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  story  is  well  known  throughout  the  world  and  portrays  a  touching 
event  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  life,  which  is  not  connected  to  the  Civil  War  years.  It 
tells  the  story  of  how  one  little  girl  possibly  changed  the  course  of  history.  Grace 
thought  that  Abe  looked  too  thin,  and  would  not  get  as  many  votes  unless  he  grew 
a  beard.  He  grew  it,  was  elected,  and  we  can't  even  imagine  life  in  the  United 
States  without  Abraham  Lincoln  as  our  16th  president.  Who  knows... 

To  commemorate  this  story  and  their  meeting,  Westfield  will  host  a  day  long 
celebration  on  Saturday,  July  10th,  1999  -  LINCOLN  REVISITS  WESTFIELD. 

The  actual  dedication  of  the  statue  will  be  at  2:00  p.m.  in  the  new  Lincoln-Bedell 
Park.  There  will  be  activities  beginning  at  10:00  a.m.  including  James  Getty,  the 
well  known  Lincoln  impersonator;  storytelling;  American  music  by  the 
Deutchmeisters,  and  other  local  groups;  a  one  woman  show  by  Margaret  Ann 
Mong;  Civil  War  reenactors;  plus  self  guided  tours  of  the  McClurg  Mansion, 
Chautauqua  and  Erie  Telephone  Museum,  and  the  Patterson  Library  Art  Gallery 
and  new  Children's  Room. 

For  more  information  about  this  event  or  about  the  story,  please  contact: 
Gale  Svenson-Campbell,  P.O.Box  609,  Bemus  Point,  NY,  14712; 
phone-  716-753-2243  or  716-386-6043  -  both  are  work  numbers; 
fax-  716-753-7020;  e-mail  -  galelynn@netsync.net 
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commemorating  the  meeting  of  President  Lincoln 
and  Westfield's  little  Grace  Bedell 

¥  SATURDAY,  JULY  10th,  1999 

2:00  PM 

Dedication  of  the  statues 

Rt.  20  and  394,  Lincoln-Bedell  Park  •  Westfield,  New  York 


ACTIVITIES  &  TOURS  •  10AM -2PM 


Patterson  Library's  new  Children's  Room  and  Art  Gallery 
Open  9am  to  2pm  for  self-guided  tours,  also  self-guided 
walking  tour  of  Westfield's  "French-Portage  Road  Historical 
District",  maps  available  at  Patterson  Library 

The  McClurg  Mansion  •  See  copies  of  Grace's  letter  to 
President  Lincoln  ^nd  his  letter  to  her,  a  ribbon  from  the 
Lincoln  funeral  train,  photograph  of  Lincoln's  carriage, 
picture  of  the  Bedell  House,  and  the  desk  of  William 
Sewird,  former  Secretary  of  State 

Chautauqua  &  Erie  Telephone  Museum 

A  unique  collection  of  one  hundred  years'  history  of 
Chautauqua  County  telephony 


10:00-1:30        Civil  \ 


1 :00-1 1 :30  Lincoln-Bedell  Story  Time  •  Hear  Westfield's  famous  story 
and  make  a  stovepipe  hat.  For  children  &  their  care  givers, 
with  Amy  Stephenson  at  the  Patterson  Library 

1:00-12:00      Margo  Mong  "A  Night  at  the  Theatre:  |ohn  Wilkes  Booth 
and  Laura  Keen  in  the  Pennsylvania  Oil  Region" 
St.  Peters  Episcopal  Church 


1 :00-12:00      Deutchmeister  Band  v 


Lincoln's  Lunch  Wagon  under  the  tent  on  the  grounds  c 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  featuring  hot  dogs  with  a  variel 

hi  condiments  .  hips  :md  beverages 


A  Videotape  by  Sculptor  Don  Sottile,  creating 

the  Lincoln-Bedell  Statues,  will  be  screened  in  the 
Patterson  Library;  video  runs  approx.  20  min. 

Harmony  Production  Company  Barbershop  Quartet 


Walk  Through  History  With  Us 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  716.753.2243 
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THE  ARTS  COUNCIL 
FOR  CHAUTAUQUA  ' 


Vol-  AH.  No.  H 


for  the  Birds 


Lincoln  (Re)visited 


i  staged  by  professional 
sion  fees  are  required 
nits  in  September,  all  pro- 
i  Friday  and/or  Saturday 
evenings  each  week,  July  through  August.  The 
Arts  Council,  a  volunteer,  non-profit  organiza- 
tion, is  funded  entirely  by  membership  fees  and 
other  donations,  giants  and  gifts. 
Unless  otherwise  listed,  all  concerts  are  staged 
at  the  Leolyn  Inn,  on  Dale  Drive 
the  village  of  Cassadaga.  Some 
are  presented  m  the  Garden  Room  <. 
on  the  Arts  Council's  floating  stage 
in  the  Cassadaga  Lake. 
Programs  for  the  season  aie  mclude 
ARTIFACTS.    ■ 


lost  a  day  long  celebration  on 
Saturday.  July  10,  1999--"Lincoln  Revisits  West- 
field."  The  dedication  of  the  stature  will  be  at 
2:00  p.m.  in  the  new  Lincoln- Be  dell  Park. 


Blues  Cruise  H. 


Campbell,  P.O.  Box  609,  Bemus  Point,  NY. 
14712.  Phone  716-753-2243  or  email:  gale- 
lynn@netsync.net.  ■ 


Nature  Art  festival 


mse  the  YWCA  i 
i  this  cruise  and  is  limiting  the  number  ■ 
e  on  board,  they  are  taking  paid  reserv; 
i  a  ticst-come,  first-served  basis.  Cost  oi 
-uisc  is  $25.00  per  person  or  $45.00  for  t 
:kets  Call  the  YWCA  of  Jamestown  at  ■ 
>37  or  stop  in  at  401  N.  Main  Street.  ■ 
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DON    SOTTILE      ♦       1329    RICE    ROAD      ♦        HIMROD,    N.Y.    14842      ♦       315-536-5047 


EDUCATION 


1968 


1966/67 
1966/67 


STATE  UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE  at  Buffalo,  NY,  BS, 
Art  Education  with  majors  in  Sculpture,  Painting 

UNTVERSITA  DE  SIENA,  Studies  in  Art  History 

SCUOLA  DEL  ARTE,  Italy,  Studies  in  Sculpture  and  Painting 


SELECTED  EXHIBITIONS 


1998 
1998 

1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1998 
1989/98 


1997 

1997/96 

1996/1994 

1995 
1983/84 
1981/83 
1981 


NATIONAL  SCULPTURE  SOCIETY,  "1998  Annual  Juried  Exhibition",  New  York,  NY 

NAZARETH  ART  CENTER,  Italian  American  Art  Exhibit,  Rochester,  NY 
Awarded  Best  of  Show,  Awarded  1st  Place  in  Sculpture 

SCHWEINFURTH  MEMORIAL  ART  CENTER  "Upstate  New  York  Invitational",  Auburn,  NY 

BERTHA  V.B.  LEDERER  GALLERY,  "Genesee  Valley  Sculpture  Invitational",  Geneseo,  NY 

SONNENBERG  GARDENS,  "For  the  Birds",  Canandaigua,  NY 

PATTERSON  LIBRARY  OCTAGON  GALLERY,  One  Man  Show,  Westfield,  NY 

NATIONAL  SCULPTURE  SOCIETY,  Group  Show  "The  Dance",  New  York,  NY 


OXFORD  GALLERY,  Rochester,  New  York 

•  Present  Tense  '98 

•  2  Man  -  Baker/Sottile  '98 

•  Group  Show  '96  &  '95 

•  2  Man  -  Taylor/Sottile  Show 


•  Drawing  &  Painting  Show 

•  Chair  Show 

•  Nude  Show 


MEMORIAL  ART  GALLERY,  Fingerlakes  Show,  Rochester  N.Y. 

SCHWEINFURTH  MEMORIAL  ART  CENTER  "Made  in  New  York",  Auburn,  NY 

NAZARETH  ART  CENTER,  Italian  American  Art  Exhibit 

1996      Awarded  Best  of  Show 

1994      Awarded  1st  Place  in  Sculpture 

KEUKA  COLLEGE,  Keuka  Park,  New  York,  One  Man  Show 

ALEXANDER  F.  MILLIKEN  GALLERY,  New  York,  New  York 

MEMORIAL  ART  GALLERY,  Fingerlakes  Show,  Rochester,  New  York 

HARNETT  GALLERY,  University  of  Rochester,  Rochester,  New  York 


COLLECTIONS 


Paul  Whittaker  Burbank,  Esq.,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  Carr,  Churchville,  N.Y. 
Wendell  Castle,  Scottsville,  N.Y. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Angelo  Chiarella,  Rochester,  N.Y. 


Lorry  Parks  Dudley,  New  York,  N.Y. 
Peter  T.  Joseph,  New  York,  N.Y. 
Sydney  and  Francis  Lewis,  Richmond,  VA 
Dr.  Karen  Mead,  Penn  Yan 


EMPLOYMENT 


Present 


Instructor,  Rochester  Institute  of  Technology,  School  of  American  Craftsmen 
Rochester,  New  York 


Present 
1977-Present 

1980-81 

1969-76 

1968-69 


Ongoing  Sculptural  Commissions,  Various  clients 

Wendell  Castle,  Inc.,  Scottsville,  New  York 
Artist,  Painter,  Sculptor,  Studio  Director 

The  Wendell  Castle  School,  Scottsville,  New  York 
Instructor 

Lake  Country  Woodworkers,  Bristol,  New  York 
Designer,  Craftsman 

Brockport  Middle  School,  Brockport,  New  York,      Art  Teacher 


Cindy  VanHorn  -  Re:  Pictures,  etc. 


Page  1 


From:  Gale  and  Lynn 

To:  lim.lnccpo(CVanHorn) 

Date:  Wed,  Jul  14,  1999  6:38  PM 

Subject:  Re:  Pictures,  etc. 

Cindy, 

Yes,  it  was  me  who  sent  all  the  information  to  you. 


The  event  was  a  great  success  with  over  1 500  people  attending.  I  wil 
send  the  follow  up  articles  from  our  paper.  We  also  had  all  the  TV 
stations  from  Buffalo  and  Erie,  PA.  I  will  also  send  you  photos  of  the 
statues  in  the  park. 

Thanks  for  your  interest.  Gale  Svenson-Campbell 
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